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Deep Within the Forest


Darkness enveloped in towering trees and dense foliage. A world inhabited by animals and wildlife. The silence is piercing; the density is blinding and confusing. The forest is a realm that few dare to consciously enter and explore alone. The forest is a world that seems quite opposite to the realm of beauty and safety that is associated with fairy tales. However, fairy tales are abounding with threat and harm. These negative things and ideas are hidden in the forest, where the blanket of darkness breeds detrimental possibilities. Perrault extracts predators from the “fairy tale world” and places them in the venue of the forest where their animal instincts will flourish.  Perrault emphasizes the naivety of his characters and creates the forest as a sinister setting for looming risk and predators. 


“En passant dans un bois elle rencontra compère le Loup, qui eut bein envie de la manger…”(143). In Perrault’s famous fairy tale, “Le Petit Chaperon rouge”, Le Petit Chaperon Rouge walked through the forest alone. It was in these deep woods that her predator confronted her and ultimately sealed her fate of death. When the wolf inquired about her destination, Le Petit Chaperon Rouge did not hesitate to tell him. She was oblivious to any concept of harm that may exist for her. “…la petite fille s’en alla par le chemin le plus long, s’amusant à cueillir des noisettes, à courir après des papillions, et à faire des bouquets des petites fleurs qu’elle rencontrait” (144). From this passage it is clear that she did not see any possibility of threat, and she continued about her walking. Perrault places the wolf in the forest because this is a wolf’s natural setting; however it was also conducive to danger. The wolf exists in this world of shadows to prey upon only the naïve Wolves live in the forest, it was a place not meant for little girls, and Perrault took advantage of Le Petit Chaperon Rouge’s innocence in this forest. In addition, Le Petit Chaperon Rouge was adorned in a bright red hood. The hood symbolizes her innocence, and the bright color drew attention to her in the dark woods. Perrault makes the girl very noticeable and easy to prey upon in the wooded area. The forest is often associated with danger in fairy tales and Perrault emphasizes this in “Le Petit Chaperon rouge”. 

“Le Petit Poucet” is another fairy tale in which Perrault vividly uses the forest to be an unsafe place for only animal-like beings. In “Le Petit Poucet”, the little boy and his six other brothers are sent out into the forest in hopes that they would loose their way eternally and never return. Their parents could not afford to take care of them, and the forest was their solution to abandoning their children permanently.  Perrault uses the darkness of the forest as a place that is easy to get lost in. It is a world in its own that is so consuming that some never escape. This is the intention in this fairy tale. In the forest, it is so dark and consuming that the boys become lost and cannot find their way home. They innocently stumble upon a cottage, where they hope to find help. Their undeveloped and immature thoughts that good lived in the forest, lead to their demise because they were actually knocking on the door of an ogre. “Hélas! Mes pauvres enfants, où êtes-vous venus? Savez-vous bien que c’est ici la maison d’un Ogre qui mange les petits enfants?”(195). Perrault places the ogre in the woods because he is like an animal; he eats human flesh and is uncivilized. The forest was a place that Perrault could portray the animal-like behaviors of people and display their lack of civilization. He was inadvertently using the forest as an environment to express the uncivilized acts that he saw in his world. In this realm of danger and animals, Perrault takes advantage of the naivety of his characters and allows them to face danger and harm in the darkness of the forest. 

Another fairy tale in which Perrault uses the forest as an environment is “La Belle au bois dormant”. In this tale the Prince Charming proves not to be as charming as one would expect due to his activity in the forest. The forest in this fairy tale is a place of transformation. The prince must enter the castle where the sleeping princess awaits, and it was covered in thorns and surrounded in forestry. The sleeping castle is a secret world that was covered by forest. Perrault uses elements of the woods to cover and hide. Also, the queen mother in this tale is an ogre, however she does not live in the woods. The prince and the king are aware of the queen mother’s animalistic devouring of human flesh and they are very disapproving. The prince does not want to be associated with ogre-like behavior; therefore he lies to his father and says that he was simply lost in the woods. He does not want to allude to any idea that he could have been in the woods acting on his ogre heritage. Perrault employs the forest in this tale as a place that is secret and where secrets lie and remain. 


Perrault’s fairy tales are a world all in their own. However Perrault creates another world in his tales with the use of the forest. He creates a place where there is not safe and where animal-like beings live. The forest is not a pleasant place in Perrault’s tales. Surrounded by trees and blanketed with darkness, the forest can be a frightening and dangerous setting. In Perrault’s fairy tales, he employs the forest as a promising setting for risk and danger. He employs the forest as a venue in which he can take advantage of the naivety of his characters. In the forest they have to face their fears and confront danger. Usually, the forest is the place where the character’s fates will be sealed with death. In these tales in particular, “Le Petit Chaperon Rouge”, “La Belle au bois dormant” and “Le Petit Poucet”. Perrault illustrates and creates the forest as the venue for the negative and threatening.

