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Micro Teach Reflection


I did my micro teach on November 30, 2004. I was very nervous and anxious going into this micro teach. However, after it was over I was much more calm and I realized that by doing a micro teach I am able to identify my strengths and weaknesses as a future teacher and also I can see how the lesson worked and what parts of the lesson need to be revised in the future. 


Overall, I think the teaching experience went well. The lesson had a variety of activities that continued to come back to the same point. I think it is beneficial to have a variety of activities in each lesson in order to appeal to all different types of learners. I realize this is not possible with every lesson; however it is something I try to do in many of my lesson plans. I also think that by having several different activities it allowed the learners to practice the vocabulary many times and also it kept the students engaged. I did not have many behavioral problems throughout the lesson. I had a small group of students so that could have affected the classroom behavior, however I also think that the behavior problems were limited because the students were engaged, listening and having a good time with the material being presented.

Speaking in the target language to a beginning level class is always a challenge. I tried to speak to the class mostly in the target language; I would estimate that I used French for about 75 percent of the lesson. I decided to give the directions for activities and games in English so that everyone would understand. However, looking back on the tape, I think I could have given the directions in French first and then clarified with English if necessary. I underestimated what the learners could understand. 


The main part of the lesson was learning the vocabulary for the days of the week and the months of the year. I believe that this is useful information for the students and it can definitely apply to their lives. I had the students repeat the days and months so that they could understand and grasp the French pronunciation because there are many silent letters in French.  I think this was an effective way to get the students speaking, but I did not force them to speak if they were not ready. At one point during the lesson I asked the students when their birthdays are. My goal here was to get the learners to practice the months, however I did not teach the students how to respond to the question. I should have taught them how to respond to the question before asking it. I think I made some of the students nervous by doing this so abruptly. If I were to do this lesson in the future, I would add a grammar point to it to make the lesson more substantial. However due to the time limitations, vocabulary was a reasonable chunk of information to work.


The activities in the lesson were well planned and seemed to flow well. I think having the students sing the song at the beginning was an effective way to introduce the topic of the day. Then, the students did a worksheet dealing with the holidays. I think this was good preparation for the BINGO game that followed. At times, I felt that the lesson was rushed because I wanted to fit all of the activities in. I realized that I should slow down and make sure the students really understand the material, and move on when they seem ready. 


This micro teach was a positive experience because it allowed me to identify my strengths and weaknesses as a future teacher. I learned a lot about my teaching style and what I can improve upon. I feel that my lesson was well planned and prepared, and the students were engaged. I realized that I need to work on using more of the target language when giving directions, not rushing and building in a grammar point to make the lesson more substantial. I think I would do this lesson again in a real classroom setting; however I would make some revisions and changes to it. 

