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I had many preconceived notions about Southside High School before I arrived. So many people had told me their negative opinions about the school and the students; however since I have been here I have had nothing but a positive experience. In fact, it has been one of the most challenging and rewarding experiences that I have had so far in my educational career. Most people indicated that there would be a lot of discipline problems and “bad” students. I have not found this to be the case. There have been almost no real discipline issues in the classroom since I have been there. 


There was one situation which I viewed a slightly inappropriate and questionable. When the students were presenting their family trees, one student named all of his family members after brands of alcohol. While this was quite witty and humorous, I think it was slightly inappropriate for the classroom setting. It was handled well because not a lot of attention was called to it. I think that this is the best way to handle something of this sort. High school students are creative people and they will find a way to work things like this into presentations. I think it is important not to overreact and make it a big deal. The students are looking for a reaction from the teacher and if you do not give it to them, they will not pursue it further. Overall the situation was handled well. I think my instinct would have been to overreact, however after seeing that it was taken care of without making a scene, I will try not to overreact to things like this in the future. 


I was shocked at this student’s creativity. It was a humorous situation and it was hard not to laugh. I didn’t think that high school students would do something like this, however I underestimated their capabilities. I am sure I will encounter things like this in the future, seeing as how students are exposed to so many things at such young ages. 


I have truly enjoyed my four weeks at Southside High School and appreciate the experience that I was given. The students were nothing like the stereotypes that exist. By coming to Southside, I can do my part in stopping the stereotypes by correcting people who continue to perpetuate the negativity. 
