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Service Learning Reflection

The Project

For my service learning project, I chose to teach three beginning French lessons to elementary aged children. I taught the lessons to a group of 8 children. These children ranged from the ages of six to eight. I knew these children from teaching piano, all of their parents agreed to allow the children to participate in the three French lessons. 


In order to prepare for the actual lessons, I spent about 5 hours of preparation time. These five hours were spent reading chapter 4 in our text book and creating the materials and plans necessary for three successful beginning French lessons. Each lesson was one hour long. Therefore, I spent a total of eight hours doing the service learning project. Both the planning and teaching proved to be valuable learning experiences. 

The Lessons
Lesson 1

The first lesson was based on teaching the colors. I chose this topic to begin with because it is very basic and lends itself to several different activities. To begin the lesson, I talked about where France is and used a map in order to give the students a visual representation of where it is in relation to the United States. Next, I introduced the colors by showing colored paper and saying the names of the colors in French. I did this several times throughout the lesson. The students repeated the colors after me several times as well. The first activity was “I Spy”. The children picked something in the room and said what color (in French) the object was that they were spying. The other children guessed what the object was (in English). The second activity was a “Simon” game. I made game boards for each student with squares of the different colors on them. I said the color name in French and the students had to touch the color that I said. As the students got better, I sped up to increase the difficulty. The third activity was “Twister”. This activity required the students to move around and put their hands and feet on the appropriate color that was called. At the end of the hour, we reviewed the colors and learned how to say which colors they liked and disliked in French. 
Lesson 2


The second lesson began by reviewing the colors from the previous lesson. In order to review we played the “Simon” game from the previous lesson. I transitioned from colors to fruit. I showed pictures of fruits and asked which color they are. The students answered with French colors. Then I used the same pictures and said the names of the fruits in French while the students listened. I did this several times and then they repeat with me. The students used the like and dislike phrases that they learned in the previous lesson to say which fruits they liked and disliked. Next, we played “Fruit Twister”. On the twister board there were pictures of the different fruits. It was played the same what, but with fruits instead of colors. Next, we played fruit bingo. There were pictures of fruit and colors on the bingo board. The winners received a pencil, but they had to tell me which color it was in French before they could get the prize. At the end of the lesson, we reviewed all of the fruits and answered any questions. 
Lesson 3


The third lesson was a continuation of the previous two lessons. To begin this lesson I brought out the map to see if the students remembered where France was and where the United States was. Then we moved into the actual lesson. We reviewed all of the colors and fruits and each student had a chance to say what color or fruit they liked or disliked. The first activity that we did was in pairs. The children got in pairs and had a piece of paper and small squares of colored papers. One student made a picture and the other student could not see it, then the first student described where the colors were on the paper in order to have the student make the same picture. The students had to say the color names in French though. Then they would compare and switch roles. The second activity was a song. I found a song online about the fruits and so we sung that song together. Next, to review fruits we played a version of “duck, duck, goose”. The students had to go around the circle and say different fruit names when the tapped the others heads, then the student who got banana was it. At the end of the lesson I answered any finals questions about France or French that the children had. 
Reflection

This was the first time that I have worked with children of that age in a foreign language teaching environment. Working with elementary aged students is very different than working with high school aged children. Everything about them is different. This experience was very valuable and I learned a lot about teaching a foreign language to younger students. 


When I started the first lesson, I was very nervous. I was shy and tentative because I had never taught French to elementary aged students before and I really did not know what to expect. The students could sense this and they seemed to take advantage of it. They did not want to sit down and pay attention because I was not firm and confident. Once I realized this, I decided to change that and become more assertive. I should have done this right from the beginning because I think that it would have been more effective. The children were able to sense a lot about me and this definitely affected their behavior throughout the lesson. I also noticed that when I was more enthusiastic and excited about the activity, the students paid more attention to the directions and learned more from the activity. This age of student seemed to want to please the teacher. They wanted to make sure that they were doing it right and that I approved of their work. This was very interesting to me because high school aged students are not as eager to please the teacher. 


When I began the lesson and told the students that I would be teaching them some basic French vocabulary and some sentences, the first thing that they said was, “But, I don’t know French.” The students had a fear that they should have already known French and that they would not be able to succeed. I addressed this right from the start, I told them that they did not have to know anything and that I would explain everything. Once they realized that they were not supposed to have known French, they relaxed and were eager to learn. When the students were asked to speak or repeat vocabulary words, they were not tentative. They had no inhibitions about saying the words incorrectly; they simply gave it a try. This age of child seems more at ease with making a mistake. High school students are apprehensive and fear that they might make a mistake. It was much easier to get the elementary aged students to participate and speak than high school aged students.


These students were not familiar with French or where it was spoken. They did not quite understand that other people in another part of the world speak French and not English. I think that is was helpful and important to show the student where France is in comparison to the United States so that they could relate it to something familiar. Once the students could see on a map where France was and that they could point it out it made the whole experience more relevant to them. They started to realize that French was used in another part of the world. 


Normally, I would give directions in French to a high school class. However, I did not give directions to these students in French because I wanted to keep them on task and make sure that they understood the directions. It was too difficult to keep the students engaged when I spoke mostly French because they did not understand so they stopped paying attention. I decided that I would only say key items in French. When I switched to teaching like this, it was much easier to keep the students involved and interested. When I spoke too much French, I had discipline problems to deal with because the students were bored and not paying attention. These students required a lot of instruction in order to keep them on task and learning. 

I learned that these students need a lot of movement. They have so much energy that they need to release, which requires them to move around and be active. The students were more engaged when they were moving around. They were able to be physical, have fun and learn at the same time. During times when the students were just sitting and listening to me speak, they lost interest quickly and began to fidget, get up or talk to each other. In order to keep them listening and not talking it was important that I had a variety of active activities planned. 

I tried to incorporate a variety of activities in the lessons. The students were very vocal about which activities they liked and disliked. They made it known if they enjoyed something and they were sure to tell me if they did not like the game or if it was not fair. Their favorite game was “twister”. I think they liked this because it was something they do not usually get to do in a classroom and it was physical. They students were so excited to get up and move around. The bingo game that we played was also a favorite, but they wanted it to be fair. They were insistent that they get a chance to win and they did not want to quit the game until they got a chance to win and if another student got two bingos they thought it was not fair. I should have planned this game out a little bit better to ensure that it was fair. The students did not like the repeating after me. They were not interested in this and they found it boring. However, they did like talking about the things they liked and disliked. I noticed that this age of student likes to talk about themselves and be the center of attention. When they got a chance to demonstrate their knowledge they were excited and proud.  

Teaching a foreign language is possible at any age. However, the approach and activities that the teacher uses must be adjusted to accommodate the age group being taught. I learned that I cannot use the same techniques with elementary students as with high school students. Elementary aged students learn completely different and they have different needs as learners. I learned so much from doing this service learning project. This was a unique experience for me; I would definitely like to do more of this so that I can see how I could better teach elementary aged students a foreign language. These students caught on so quickly and were so eager to learn something new. They were a real pleasure to work with because they were so curious. Their high level of energy and short attention span were difficult to deal with, however I learned to be flexible and allow things to flow at their pace. These children did not do well with moving quickly, they wanted to move at their pace. When they liked something, they wanted to keep doing it and not stop. As the teacher, I tried to allow for some extra time, but also keep the lesson moving. The challenges that teaching these lessons presented taught me how to adjust to each situation, it is important to be accomodating and not get frustrated when something does not go just as planned. In fact, with elementary aged students the activities rarely went exactly as I planned. They were certainly very different that teaching high school aged students. 

