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Portfolios seem to be one of the latest ways of assessment. We are doing them in this class and in other classes. The article I read discussed portfolio assessment in the foreign language classroom and presented a study that was conducted supporting the use of portfolio assessment. The article is entitled, Assessment of Achievement through Portfolios and Teacher-Made Tests, by Barootchi and Keshavarz. 


The study that was conducted was done with 60 high school students in Tehran. The groups of participants were 16 year old female students in high school. There were two classes of thirty students that participated. One class was a control group in which the standard methods of learning and assessment were used. The second class was the study group in which they were creating portfolios. In the portfolio group, they were give a pre-test, portfolio assignments and a questionnaire about their feelings towards portfolio assessment. The study found very interesting data and information that supports the use of portfolio assessment. 


The students had positive attitudes about the portfolios because they were able to have some direction in their learning. They were allowed to reflect on their work and receive feedback on their work. The portfolio process also allowed the teachers to be better teachers because they could track the progress of the students and improve upon areas that were weak. I feel that portfolios are particularly useful in this case of feedback because it allows for wash back to the students and teachers. I would like to use ongoing portfolio assessments in my classroom in order to increase feedback. 


Reflection was another component of the portfolios. The students were required to reflect on their work. I believe that this is a valuable experience for students. It is crucial to reflect upon something that has been completed and investigate the strengths and weaknesses. Too often student do an assignment and never think about it again. The portfolio process prevents this because students are continually looking at their work. 


Portfolio assessment is also congruent with the current thought in education which is student-centered and constructivist. Portfolios allow students to construct their knowledge and learning process, it is an assessment that focuses on the students. Portfolios allow the teacher to see how the students are learning whereas pencil and paper tests only allow the teachers to see what the students learned. I believe that the learning process is actually more important that what is being learned. 


The INTASC principle 8 deals with assessment. This article is a good example of how and why to use non-traditional assessments, specifically portfolios. It also allows the students to be a sort of reflective practioner, which is stated in INTASC principle 9. I will use portfolio assessment in my classroom. I believe though that with a portfolio type assessment ample time and clear guidelines need to be set out. Portfolios are an enriching experience because they allow the students to create something with their best work. The teacher can also get a lot of information about her students through portfolio assessment. 
