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Observation Reflection 5

Teaching Style


On April 16, 2004 I observed a third year Spanish class at Muncie Central High School. The class period was fifty-five minutes long. During the class period the students were reading from a small novel in Spanish. The purpose of this observation was to observe the teaching style. 


The classroom was more teacher-centered. The teacher was always at the front of the classroom and directed everything that went on in the classroom. She called on students to participate and she interpreted all of the meaning from the story. The teacher was the leader and center of the activity. There was little student input involved in the lesson. 


The activity the teacher used was reading. The whole class period was spent reading from the short novel. The teacher called on students to read. Rather than reading in Spanish, the students would translate the text as they read, reading the whole book in English. There was no Spanish that was spoken out loud during the class period. The teacher only used one activity and it was clear that the students were restless and needed a change of pace. The materials that were used in the classroom were copied off pages of the short novel for each student and the black board. There were few activities and they were orally based, so not very many materials were required. 

The teacher stayed in one place during the whole class period. She stood at the front, center of the room. She remained there as the students were reading aloud. She did not circulate around the room at all. While she was at the front of the room, she stayed in one place. She did not walk across the front of the room; it was like her feet were glued to one spot on the floor. 

The relationship between the students and teacher appeared to be one of mutual respect and a genuine sense of caring. The students seemed to like the teacher and felt comfortable around her. The teacher was sensitive to students and she listened to each of them when they spoke. The teacher was attentive to students and made eye contact with each student. She was a very approachable teacher. She was relaxed and that feeling could be felt in the classroom. Her body language was open and inviting. When she stood at the front of the classroom she was not intimidating. 

**It turns out that I was unable to go to the fifth observation that was scheduled because both of mine were denied. I just did two write-ups for one observation.**

