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Observation Reflection 3

Classroom Management


On April 16, 2004 I observed a Spanish class at Muncie Central High School. The class was fifty-five minutes long. The purpose of this observation was to observe how the classroom was managed and the discipline plan. 


It was evident that the teacher had some sort of discipline plan in place because there were rules posted on the wall. There was only one rule for the classroom: respect. The rule of respect is a general rule and could be interpreted in many different ways. The management plan in the classroom was rather loose. I did not notice a clear posting of rules, consequences and expectations. The only evidence of a management or discipline plan was the posted rule of respect. 

The teacher’s expectations of the students are clear. As soon as the bell rang the students went to the front of the classroom and picked up the reading for the day and took their seats. They did not have to be told to do this; it was part of their classroom routine. This helped to get class started on a timely and organized fashion. The students were also expected to try their best when called upon during class. When the students were called upon to read aloud they did so in a serious manner and tried their best. Also, when anyone in the classroom was speaking everyone else was quiet and listened. The teacher expected that everyone listen and the students obeyed. 

There were a couple of interruptions during class. A few times a student would fall asleep or have a side conversation. The teacher would ignore the problem the first time she noticed it and keep an eye on the distraction. When the distraction persisted she calmly asked the talkers to be quiet. One student fell asleep in the middle of the class period. The teacher politely asked the student to wake up and read a paragraph from the text aloud. The teacher did not make a scene when there was an interruption; she took care of it and continued with the lesson. 


There were no serious disciple problems that occurred during this class period that needed to be taken care of. I expect that this is a result of the teacher’s clear expectations and ability to deal with interruptions in a calm manner. The students, for the most part, were participating and attentive. 


The teacher was in front of the classroom for the duration of the period. There was not an opportunity for her to work on anything else, she worked with the students. 


In order to manage time appropriately the teacher posted a schedule on the board and followed it. During this class period, the students were reading chapters from a Spanish book. She stayed on task by redirecting students to the text when they would offer side comments. This teacher was prepared for class. It was evident because she had all of the handouts ready and a plan up on the board before the students walked into the room.

