Audrey Merrell
FL 395

November 10, 2004

IFLTA Conference Reflection


I attended the Indiana Foreign Language Teachers Conference on Saturday, November 6, 2004.  I really did not know what to expect from a professional conference such as this one.  However, after attending a full day of the IFLTA conference, I have a better understanding of professional growth opportunities and how conferences can be of benefit to teachers.  I learned so many things from the different seminars that I attended.


My favorite seminal session was one about how to incorporate the Mardi Gras holiday into your French class.  The presenter gave us many ideas of different activities we could use.  She suggested a weeks worth of Mardi Gras activities.  I really liked her ideas of having the class make Mardi Gras floats out of whatever items they could find also she gave us an activity called KWL.  The students take a piece of paper and fold it into thirds and in the first column they write what they already know about the topic, in the second column, they write questions about what they would like to learn about the topic and in the third column, they write about what they have learned in their research of the topic.  I think this is a great way to let students to choose what they get to learn and also gives them some direction in their research.  I could use this kind of activity for any new topic that is being introduced.


The other seminar sessions I went to discussed how to use comic strips in French classrooms and how to use song to enhance vocabulary retention.  These workshops also provided interesting and helpful ideas, activities and suggestions.  I found it incredibly helpful that real high school or middle school teachers were presenting the seminars because they know what it is like to be out in the classroom.  These teachers have actually used the ideas they presented and they were able to tell us from personal experience what works well and what doesn’t work well.  They were also to give suggestions of how to make the activity work with different levels of students.  I was very impressed with the quality of the seminar sessions.


During one of the sessions I attended the American Association of Teachers of French (AATF) business meeting.  I wanted to learn more about professional organizations and how they work.  I found that an organization such as AATF is a great way to network with other teachers of that same language.  It is good to know other teachers to share ideas and concerns with.  I also found that professional organizations are a good way to grow as a professional individual.  They said at each meeting they have a presentation by an accomplished professional in French.  This meeting had a presentation about French in Louisiana.  This was a new topic and was quite fascinating.  It is a good way to learn new things to take back to the classroom and also a way to get involved in the professional community.


The vendor section of the conference was very interesting.  I can see that these vendors really want you to use their product in your classroom.  In fact, they want you to use it so much that they give away product samples.  Vendors are excited to see new teachers because they can try to hook us on their product.  I was given a free textbook and workbook.  The products in the vendor section were new and exciting.  I think this would be a good place to seek out new resources for the classroom.


I was very impressed with my experience at the IFLTA conference.  I am glad that I had the chance to go to a professional event before I actually became a professional so that I now know what to expect for the most part.  I was able to get a perspective of the professional world and new ideas for my future classroom.
