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The first article that I read concerning the method of Total Physical Response (TPR) was called Revitalizing Indigenous Languages by Gina P. Cantoni.  This article discusses the use of TPR and TPR-S.  Cantoni suggests that these methods would be useful in teaching Native American languages in the classroom.


First, Cantoni discusses TPR and its benefits and drawbacks.  TPR is particularly good at allowing students to feel comfortable in the classroom.  The students do not feel any stress to speak the unfamiliar language.  When a teacher uses the TPR method, the students are not sitting in class worrying if they might make a mistake.  I agree with Cantoni that this is a very positive aspect of the TPR method.  In my opinion, it is important for the students to feel comfortable in the classroom and feel open to learning.  Another strength of TPR is that it provides a strong foundation of basic vocabulary words and commands.  According to the article, “About 150 words are presented in the first five to six weeks, and at least three new terms per lesson can be expected to become a part of the learner’s active vocabulary.”  In this article, Cantoni discusses the weaknesses of the TPR method.  TPR is a good method for beginners, however it is difficult to use in more advanced classrooms.  Cantoni states that it does not allow for student creativity and attention to individual interests.  TPR lacks a student centered environment because the lessons are primarily directed by the teacher.  I agree with these weaknesses that were identified by Cantoni.  I think to eliminate these weaknesses; TPR must be supplemented with other methods.


This article also discusses TPR-Storytelling.  Cantoni emphasizes that this extension of TPR allows the students to be more creative, because they can form their own structures and stories.  Cantoni suggests that TPR-S should be used after TPR, because TPR-S builds from what they have learned in previous TPR lessons.  I can see that these two methods would work hand in hand.

Cantoni is primarily concerned with Native American languages.  She would like to see that young children learn their tribal languages.  This is difficult for them to do, because so often they are not encouraged and are criticized when they make mistakes.  Cantoni believes that TPR-S would help make learning their tribal language a positive experience.  They would not have to worry about criticism or making a mistake.  Also, the TPR-S method allows for students to create their own materials in their target language.  This would be very important to Native American languages, because there are so few many materials available.


This article was particularly interesting to me because I have never read anything about tribal language instruction.  I agree that TPR and TPR-S could be good ways to teach Native American languages.  TPR and TPR-S allows for every student a chance to be successful.


The second article that I read concerning Total Physical Response was Total Physical Response: An Instructional Strategy for Second Language Learners Who Are Visually Impaired by Paula Conroy.  This article focuses on the benefits that TPR can have to help students who are visually impaired to learn a second language.

Conroy believes that TPR has several benefits which prove it to be a strong method to use in language learning classrooms.  One of the main strengths of TPR is that it allows and motivates students to move around the classroom.  The command and imperative forms used in TPR create an environment where students are active and participating.  Conroy believes that allowing students to speak when they are ready allows them to be comfortable in the classroom.  Conroy emphasizes that the focus is not on grammar but however on communication.  TPR allows the students to do this because they will naturally give commands to each other when they are ready to speak.  Conroy believes that TPR is the most effective when the topic of instruction is of interest to the students.  When the students feel more connected to the material, they are more likely to pay attention to it.

In order to use TPR to instruct students with visual impairments, there needs to be some modifications to the procedures.  These students may not be able to watch the teacher demonstrate or use visual aids.  Therefore, they will need to feel the demonstration.  Conroy explains that one drawback of this may be that the pace of the lesson is quite a bit slower due to the handicap of the visually impaired students.  Also, you can only introduce a few words at a time in order for the students to comprehend the material.  Conroy believes that TPR helps the students move and get a physical sense of their space.  In order to do a TPR lesson, the students must first become familiar with how their classroom is set up.  Before the students move around the room they will show where the item is in the room.  Once they can do this, they can move around the room in the normal TPR fashion.

This article really believes that TPR is a strong method to use for students with visual impairments.  It keeps the affective filter low in the classroom.  It allows for a learning environment that is rich and has a variety of activities.  It also allows students with visual impairments to move around the room and feel confident about their ability to familiarize themselves with their environment.  TPR can give them a sense of independence and accomplishment.


I agree with the author that TPR is a strong method to use with students with visual impairments.  It allows them to build many other skills in addition to learning a second language.  I am glad that I read this article because it is quite possible that someday I could have a student that has a visual impairment.  This article made me aware of that fact and also gave me a few ideas of how to incorporate that student into a positive classroom environment.


The third article I read regarding the Total Physical Response method is called Negative Responses to Teacher’s Commands: An Effective Teaching Strategy by Jeannette D. Bragger.  This article suggests that Total Physical Response is a method that teachers use to control and manipulate student’s behavior in the classroom.  Bragger proposes that allowing students to say no and refuse the teacher, that it can be helpful in the classroom.  

The author of this article believes that Total Physical Response does not allow for a real application of the language.  She believes that in Total Physical Response, the students simply carry out the commands that they are given or make their own decisions in the classroom.  She believes that these students are forced into a position of following orders.  Bragger believes that students should have the option to say no because it is healthy and closely related to real life application.


There are several ways in which Bragger suggests that Total Physical Response can be used however at the same time, the students can refuse to follow the given command.  The first way this can be done is that the student can simply say no to the given command, however the student must provide something that they prefer to do and go do it.  The class can also provide suggestions for an alternative command.  Bragger believes that using TPR in this fashion allows more of the class to be involved more of the time and students are satisfied because they can contradict the teacher.  Bragger insists that saying no is not an excuse for inaction that they always need to provide alternatives.  In Bragger’s research, she found that students were learning the grammar structure and vocabulary more quickly when they were given the chance to say no.  TPR can also be used with the imperative.  When the command is given in the imperative, the student can say no, and then the class will respond for them to do so, however the student will only carry out the command if the class had the correct structure.  Total Physical Response can also be used to teach more advanced grammar and structure according to Bragger.  Allowing the students to refuse a command opens up the possibilities to use it in advanced classes.  Pronunciation can also be incorporated in Total Physical Response.  For example, a command will be given by a teacher, the student will respond negatively to it, and then the class will respond with an alternative.  The student will only carry out the command given out by the class if it is pronounced correctly.  These are just a few of the ways that TPR can be used in the classroom and also give the students a chance to say no to the teacher.

This article was like any other I have read before.  It was very interesting to me that saying no or refusing the teacher’s command can actually be beneficial to the language learning process.  I agree that it is natural to say no and that students should be given choices in the classroom.  From this article, I think it is a good way to extend the Total Repsonse Method into something more complex.  I also think that this method, explained by Bragger, would help keep the affective filter low in the classroom, because students would not feel the pressure of doing something they did not want to do.  If I were to use this in my classroom, I would stress to my students that saying no is not a way out of participating.  I think the examples explained in this article would be the most effective when used in advanced classes, because they are beyond the simple command forms of most languages.
