Reflective Essay

Language and culture are related in endless ways. Culture is influenced by language and language is influenced by culture. Every culture has a language and each culture is defined by its language, traditions, customs and rituals. The development of language is influenced by the cultural values and ideas. 

There are many cultures and languages in the world. Each one is unique and places value on different things. Through language, one can identify some of the important cultural values that exist within a specific culture. For example, there are many different words for snow in the Eskimo language because snow is an important part of life in the Eskimo culture. Similarly there are many words and expressions to express the idea of freedom in English because the belief of freedom is one of the most important values held by American people. Every culture has beliefs and ideas that are valuable to its people, the words used to express those values and beliefs are a direct result of the culture. 

Language is never stagnant; it is always evolving and changing. Similarly, cultures are never stagnant; they are always changing and progressing. In many cultures there are words that once had negative connotations, now have positive meanings because of a certain event or cultural renovation. The opposite is true as well; words that once meant something positive now have negative connotations because of a destructive event. For example, the term “colored” used to be used to describe an African American person; however cultural awakenings have deemed that term to be derogatory and socially unacceptable. As a result, the politically correct term African American has become more acceptable. Cultural values have changed the meanings and social acceptance of many words in many languages.


Another way in which culture and language are related is through communication. Without a way to communicate a common culture could not exist. Through a common language, people are able to communicate with one another to form a cultural group. In addition, language is a connection to the past. Through language, history is communicated. Information from centuries ago is known because of language. People are able to learn about the people that came before them because they all shared the common thread of language. Without a system of language, information would be lost and people would not be connected to one another. An example of the lack of connection between people is in Africa. There are many dialects and cultures and the people are unable to communicate with one another, which has resulted in endless wars and turmoil. 


Language entertains a culture. Through language jokes are told, radio is broadcast, television shows are made and idiomatic expressions develop. Without language there would not be plays, books, songs, and movies. All of these include a language component. Through language, people are able to create valuable forms of entertainment in which cultural values are expressed. Without language, Shakespeare would not be a memorable author. Music is an important component of most cultures. Music can be traditional, spiritual or entertainment. Music expresses values and spirituality through its lyrics. Language is an integral part of almost every facet of life and culture. 

Language is at the heart of every culture. It is the essence of the culture because it is able to communicate the values, beliefs and attitudes of the people. Through language people are able to express what they believe in and what they feel is important. Entertainment is another way in which language is related to culture. Slang is another part of language that is equally important to cultures because it is relative to age groups and sub-cultures. Language changes and evolves along with cultures. Language is a part of every culture and has influenced culture. 
