Language Comparisons
1. Assignment of Gender to Nouns: In French, nouns are either masculine or feminine. English nouns do not have a gender, so this is a difficult concept for foreign language students to grasp. There are several different word endings that can help to determine the gender of nouns. By teaching students to notice these patterns in words, they will be able to determine noun gender with more ease and accuracy. For example, most feminine nouns end in –tion, -e, ienne,- elle. Please note that these are not all of the possible feminine endings. 

2. Cognates: Cognates are words that look alike in the foreign language and in English and they mean the same thing in both languages. This can be helpful to foreign language students because they will be able to guess the meanings of many words based on their sound and spelling. Teaching students the idea of cognates is one of the most important tools they can learn. Showing French students that organiser means to organize, practicer means to practice, un piano is a piano, le moutarde is mustard, etc. is helpful because they will be able to understand more of the language on their own. 
3. Adjective Placement: In English adjectives are placed in front of the noun they are describing. In most foreign languages this is not the case. In French, adjectives can be placed before and after the noun they are describing. It is difficult for French students to know where to place adjectives, however there are several tools that can be taught to make this easier for foreign language students. The acronym BAGS (Beauty, Age, Goodness and Size) helps students know which adjectives go before the noun. For example, if the adjective gives the age or newness of the noun it would go before the noun. 

4. Accent Markings and Pronunciation: In French there are five different accent marks that are used as punctuation. These accent markings help to determine the pronunciation of the word. In English accent marks are not used, so this is another difficult concept for students. By teaching students how the different accent marks affect pronunciation, the students will be able to navigate their way through new words and pronounce them with accuracy. 

5. Idioms: In English and French idioms are used in daily language. These expressions are not literal translations, however they imply a meaning. For example, in English we say “it’s raining like cats and dogs” even though it is not really raining animals. In French there are several idiomatic expressions that are commonly used. If students are not aware of the different meanings of these expressions their comprehension will not be accurate. It is important to teach several of the most common French idiomatic expressions. 

6. Verb Conjugation: In English and French verbs are conjugated according to the subject of the sentence. This is a difficult concept for students because they automatically conjugate verbs in English and do not necessarily know that they are conjugating verbs. Conjugating verbs in another language is much more difficult. There are patterns that French verbs follow and it is helpful to teach students which verbs follow certain patterns. It is important that students know that there must be one conjugated verb in each sentence. 

7. Past Tense: Verb tenses are important to learn because they communicate when different events happened. Past tense is a compound verb form in French. In English we most commonly add –ed to the end of verbs to make them past tense. However, in French there must be a helping verb and past participle to form that past tense. Choosing the correct helping verb is the most difficult thing for foreign language students. They can choose from avoir or être and there are rules that will help the students to accurately choose. 

8. Sentence structure: In English and French sentences always follow the same sentence structure. Each sentence must be subject + verb. Once students understand this structure and know that it cannot be reverse, they will always have the words in the correct order in the sentence. 

9. Plural Nouns: In English an –s is added to the end of most nouns in order to make them plural. In French sometimes an –s is added to the end of nouns, however in some cases there are word changes that occur to make plural nouns. In addition the pronunciation of plural nouns can change too. 
10. Vous vs. Tu: In French there are the two forms of “you”, formal and informal. The formal version is vous and the informal is tu. This is an important cultural concept because it is important to use the correct form of “you” with different people. The formal “you” communicates a sense of respect and sometimes unfamiliarity. It is important for students to realize that these forms of “you” do not mean the same thing. 
