High Culture Lesson Plan
Topic: Cinderella

Interdisciplinary Connections: English, Sociology, Art and History

Rationale: This is a two week interdisciplinary unit in which the students will read the French fairy tale Cinderella and compare it with the many American versions that exist. The students will make connections with English, Sociology, Art and History from the theme of the story and the cultural messages the literature communicates. 

Objectives:

1. The students will be able to read and understand the French version of Cinderella. 

2. The students will identify the two primary messages being communicated in the fairy tale. 

3. The students will be able to artistically express some of the symbolism that exists throughout the story. 

4. The students will be able to identify the major historically happenings that occurred during the time period in which the fairy tale was written. 

5. The students will be able to identify cultural values expressed in the story. 

6. The students will be able to write their own fairy tale in French that reveals cultural values and historical occurrences. 

Standards:

INTASC Principle 3: Diverse Learners: The teacher understands how students differ in their approaches to learning and creates instructional opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners.
INTASC Principle 8: Assessment: The teacher understands and uses formal and informal assessment strategies to evaluate and ensure the continuous intellectual, social, and physical development of the learner.
4.2.4 Demonstrate comprehension of particular literary selections.
4.3.1 Write short well-organized compositions on given topics.
4.5.1 Describe various aspects of the culture, including major historical events, political structures, visual arts, architecture, literature, and music.
4.5.2 Demonstrate an awareness of the major literary, musical, and artistic periods and genres of at least one of the cultures in which the foreign language is spoken.
4.6.1 Identify and discuss elements of literature, e.g., plot development, characterization, etc.
4.7.2 Read and interpret short stories, poetry, or plays in the foreign language.

Materials:
· Computer Lab/Library
· Cinderella in English and French

· Poster board

· Cinderella movie
Procedure:

Day 1:

1. The students will tell the story of Cinderella in French as they remember it. 

2. The students will be given a copy of Cinderella in French and they will spend time together reading through it and ensuring for comprehension. 

3. The students will underline all words they do not know and look them up in a French dictionary. 

Day 2:

1. The students will read Cinderella in English. They will not be reading a translation of the French version; they will be reading an English version. 

2. The students will start to pull out themes and values that are expressed in the story through characters, dialogue or symbolism. 

3. The students will work together in groups to create a list of similarities and differences among the French version and English version. 

Day 3:

1. The students will discuss the values expressed in the story. They will do this in the target language. The discussion will focus on what is each story saying about the values, culture and time period of the story. 

2. The students will research the time period in which the two different versions of Cinderella were written. The students will work in small groups in the library or computer lab. 
Day 4:

1. The students will work in groups to create a poster that outlines the major historical events that happened during the time that these stories were written. 

2. The students will present their posters to the class. 

3. The class will brainstorm different ideas on how the history of the time influenced the writing. 

Day 5:

1. The students will work in groups again and pull out the different types of symbolism in the story. They will need to make an idea web. 

2. The students will brainstorm on how these symbols relate to the values of French culture and what cultural value they represent. 

3. The students will work on making a creative project that represents the symbols and how they relate to cultural values of the time. The creative project cannot be written, however it can be an art project, dramatic interpretation, PowerPoint presentation, etc. 

Day 6: 

1. The students will present their symbolism projects. 

Day 7:

1. The students will watch the Disney version of Cinderella and take note of any differences in that movie and the two stories that they read. 

Day 8:

1. The students will finish watching Cinderella and take note of any remaining differences. 
Day 9: 

1. The students will discuss the differences among the stories and the film version of Cinderella. 

2. The students will begin working in groups to writing their own fairy tale in French that will reveal cultural values, historical events and important beliefs or a message. 

Day 10: 

1. Continue working on stories. 

Day 11:

1. Continue working on stories.

Day 12:

1. Finish writing stories.
2. Now the students will think of how they want to present their fairy tale to the class. They can prepare it as a play or video tape or read the story as a book with illustrations. 

Day 13:

1. Finish up working on preparing presentations. 

Day 14:

1. Presentations of fairy tales. 

Day 15:

1. Class discussion of what ideas, beliefs, historical events, symbols and cultural values were presented in the classes stories. 

Assessment: The students will be assessed based on their different projects. There are three major project components throughout the unit. The historical timeline, symbolism project and the original story are the main assignments being assessed. These assignments focus on different things, therefore the assessments will be focusing on different things. The students will be able to compile all three projects and include them in their French portfolio that will be reviewed at the end of the grading term. 
