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Cultural Differences List

Artifact Four Knowledge Standard, 7.2

Decision Point 2

1. Americans hurry during meal time while French people spend a lot of time eating a meal.  French people tend to place a high value on food; therefore, they spend a lot longer at the table.  Americans are always pressed for time, and do not regard meal time as a priority.  In France, meal times are an integral part of the culture.  Not only do they enjoy fine cuisine, they enjoy the company of others as they eat.

2. Public transportation is vital in French culture, because everyone does not own a motor vehicle, whereas more Americans own a car and do not rely on public transportation as much.  In France, the majority of people use the public transportation system to get to work, or to do other things.  The cities in France are more compact and there is not enough room for everyone to travel around in an automobile.  Also, French people are highly environmentally conscience and want to cut down on the amount of pollution.

3. France has a system of national health care, while America does not.  In France, everyone is entitled to receive free health care.  In America, health care is not free, and only those with insurance can afford to receive medical attention.  The health care system is an example of how the French people believe that they have a responsibility for one another.

4. France has a law that establishes a 35 hour work week, while Americans have a 40 hour work week.  French people place a higher value on free time; therefore, the government has decreased the amount of hours worked per week.  In America, we live to work.  However in France, they work to live.  French people use the extra time off to do things for pleasure or to spend time with their families.
5. Americans do not get as much paid vacation as the French.  The French gets five weeks of paid vacation.  French people believe in taking holidays and vacations off from work in order to travel.  They place a high value on having this time away from work.  In America, we do not get nearly as much vacation, because the American capitalist society will not support long paid vacations.

6. In France, young people must pass the BAC exam in order to be eligible to attend higher education.  The BAC exam determines whether French people can attend universities.  A lot of their high school years are spent preparing for this exam and there is a lot of pressure to do well on it.  While college is more affordable in France, it is harder to get into.  In America, anyone is free to apply to any college they desire.
7. France has a Socialist government, while America is a Democratic society.  In both America and France, everyone over the age of 18 has the right to vote.  In France, the President is elected.  Underneath the President is the Prime Minister and the Parliament.  The Parliament has two houses:  The National Assembly and the Senate.  The President in France is the chief of the army, just like the President of the United States.  The Prime Minister is not elected; he is named by the President of France.
8. Stores in France are more specialized, unlike America where there are large department stores.  In America, we have large one stop shopping stores; however this is rare in French culture.  Stores in France tend to be more specific. There are separate stores for groceries, clothing, and hardware.  Space does not allow for these large stores, because cities in France are more compact and dense.

9. France is a Catholic country, while America is a nondenominational country.  In France, the majority of the people are Catholic.  There is not a lot of representation of other religions.  In America, we have many religions represented.  The government in France declares Catholicism as the national religion; however in America we can not declare a national religion because of the separation of church and state.
10. In France, almost every store and business is closed on Sundays.  French people regard Sundays as a day to stay home or go to church with their families.  It is important that they take this day off of work.  In America, everything is open on Sundays, except government buildings or services.  American culture is not based around religions.
