Cross-Cultural Analysis
1. Americans hurry during meal time while French people spend a lot of time eating a meal.  French people tend to place a high value on food; therefore, they spend a lot longer at the table.  Americans are always pressed for time, and do not regard meal time as a priority.  In France, meal times are an integral part of the culture.  Not only do they enjoy fine cuisine, they enjoy the company of others as they eat.

     The concept of meal time and food is an important part of French culture that is necessary for students to understand. The French tradition of eating slowly is a part of daily life in France. Students need to understand this aspect of French culture because it reveals many cultural customs and values. It shows that the French value the time they spend at the table and that they value the quality of the food they are eating. 

     It is important to communicate this value in the classroom. The students can learn to understand this concept better by timing how long it takes them to eat their breakfast, lunch and dinner. They will notice that Americans tend to eat very quickly. A challenge to the students could be to ask them to take longer to eat their meals for a few days. The students can reflect on the difference between eating quickly and eating slowly. This exercise will help the students to experience what a meal might be like in France and will help the students to explore why the French value meal time. The students can also compare and contrast the different kinds of stores and restaurants. The students will notice that in America there are many fast food restaurants and large superstores. The students will discover that there are few fast food chains and superstores. Through this kind of exploration, the students will be able to see that the American value of quick and fast is priority, while in France the value is on quality of the product.
2. Public transportation is vital in French culture, because everyone does not own a motor vehicle, whereas more Americans own a car and do not rely on public transportation as much.  In France, the majority of people use the public transportation system to get to work, or to do other things.  The cities in France are more compact and there is not enough room for everyone to travel around in an automobile.  Also, French people are highly environmentally conscience and want to cut down on the amount of pollution.

     Public transportation is ingrained in French society. French cities would not exist if it were not for sophisticated public transportation systems. This is difficult for Americans to understand because we primarily rely on individual transportation. For students of French, this is an important concept to realize about French culture. The use of public transportation effects daily life in France. Students need to understand that the public transportation systems in France are reliable and widely used. By understanding this concept, students will be able to travel abroad and expect to use different forms of public transportation. It is important to teach students why public transportation is the primary mode of transportation. 

     Teaching the transportation systems in France can lead to many different projects. For example, the students can do price comparisons of gasoline in France and America. They will see that it is not economically efficient to drive a car everyday in France. They students can also do price comparisons of train tickets and bus tickets in France and America. Another interesting way to communicate the idea of public transportation would be to explore the metro in Paris. The students can learn how to read a Paris metro map and find their way to different places of interest. The students can also prepare reflective essays in which they will discuss why or why not they think the different forms of public transportation systems are effective. 
3. In France, young people must pass the BAC exam in order to be eligible to attend higher education.  The BAC exam determines whether French people can attend universities.  A lot of their high school years are spent preparing for this exam and there is a lot of pressure to do well on it.  While college is more affordable in France, it is harder to get into.  In America, anyone is free to apply to any college they desire.

     The French education system is very different from the American education system. I think it is important for students of French to explore the French education system because it is something they can directly relate to. Students always find it interesting to learn about what school is like in another part of the world. The concept of the BAC exam is an important cultural concept to understand because it determines the future education of French students. Students need to understand this idea because the pressure of the BAC exam is why so many French students study seriously and spend a lot of time preparing for this exam. 

     Students can explore the idea of the BAC exam and the differences among the French and American education systems through many different types of projects. They can research the BAC and the ISTEP (for students in Indiana) and compare and contrast the difficulty levels, consequences of passing and impact on the students’ education. The students can also reflect on their experiences with the SAT and ACT and how they think that French students feel about the BAC. This would allow the students to see that there are similarities among French and American students. It would be interesting to give the students a test that is similar in difficulty to the BAC and have them reflect on their feelings about the exam. It would help the students realize the different pressures that French students face. In addition, the students could research the college entrance process in France and America, including information about tuition. 
